INTRODUCTION

Z
akat al-fitrah (to be referred to as fitrah), compulsory alms to be given by every living Muslim during the fasting month and before the end of the prayer ending the fasting month, 2 have to be given to one of the following: 1. poor men; 2. needy persons; 3. collectors of the fitrah; 4. those whose hearts are to be reconciled; 5. captives who are to be set f ree; 6. debtors who are to be set f ree; 7. fighters for the cause of Allah and 8. wayfarers (Al-Koran, Sürah IX, AtTaubah, 60; see Mohammed M. Pickthall, 1953, 150) .
The idea of the fitrah is to give these people the possibility of enjoying the feast celebrating the end of the fasting month.
Not in every community is this rule applied literally. Sometimes it is replaced by a new one, as can be seen in a community in the Minangkabau society, i.e. Silungkang, a village of around 10,000 people 3 located on the road between Solok and Sawah Lunto in the province of Sumatra Barat (= West Coast of Sumatra), Indonesia (see, Junus, 1964, 293) .
This community has its own specific structure which differentiates it from its neighbours, as can be seen from the discussion below.
DATA
Ideally, every member of this community should give his fitrah to a certain person, i.e. the pandito of a kampueng to which he belongs
The term 'community' is here understood in a rather loose way. It is primarily a matter of descent, unless especially indicated as a matter of locality. 2 It is considered preferable to distribute the fitrah after the sun sets on the last day of the fasting month, and it is compulsory to distribute it before the end of the prayer ending the fasting month. The fitrah may, however, be distributed during the fasting month. 3 The population mentioned here does not mean only those staying in this village. It is based on the descent principle, and includes both those living in the village and in other places.
